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From the Superintendent
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Hard to believe it is already late October! It seems like it was only a week ago or so that the ACESC
was hosting its Bus Driver and Van Driver in-service. This annual event is organized by the ESC to
provide mandated professional development training for our member schools and ESC bus and van
drivers. Our keynote speaker was Doug Palmer, Transportation Specialist from the Ohio School Boards Association.
Again, I want to thank Dan Grothause, St. Marys City School’s Transportation Director and the St. Marys City Schools
for hosting our event.
This summer marked the return of the ESC’s Administrative Retreat. On June 19, 2019, area administrators met at the
ESC for a full day of professional development. Kevin Honeycutt, an internationally recognized keynote speaker,
entertained and enlightened the crowd. His topics included bullying and meeting the needs of all students. Kevin’s
presentation intertwined personal stories of hardship and student success stories, including his own. His delivery had
the audience experiencing an array of emotions. The presentation was thought-provoking and humorous throughout.
The remainder of the day consisted of presentations by Tom Ash, Buckeye Association of School Administrators
(BASA) Director of Governmental Relations, and a presentation by Sigma 6 arranged by Shelly Busse, Auglaize
Mercer Business and Education Alliance (AMBE) Executive Director.
Opening day was held August 14, 2019. Teachers and classroom aides were prepared for the start of another school
year. Soon after, students filled the classrooms and the 2019-2020 school year was off and running.
This year the ESC office welcomed two new faces: Becky Diglia replaced Linda Tebbe as the Director of Opportunity/
Alternative School and Zach Smith has taken over the duties of IT Director from Levi Hughes.
Throughout the summer Preschool Director, Lisa Tobin and I met regularly with Renee Place, Superintendent of
Auglaize County Board of Developmental Disabilities, to discuss the renovation progress at their site. Auglaize County
Board of DD hosts three of the ACESC’s preschool classrooms. Although the project was delayed and the start of
school had to be pushed back a few weeks, Renee and her staff were excellent partners to work with. The wait was
worth it though, and the renovations on the three preschool classrooms look amazing. Additionally, another preschool
classroom was opened at St. Marys Primary building on October 21, 2019.
The ESC also opened a new cross-categorical, special education classroom housed at St. Marys West Intermediate
School. Thank you to those member districts that host ESC classrooms.
Near the end of September our first quarterly Legislative Roundtable was held. Ohio Representatives, Bob Cupp,
Susan Manchester and Craig Riedel along with Cameron Warner, U.S. Congressman Jim Jordan’s aide, joined a group
of superintendents and treasurers. The administrators, from a four-county area, discussed educational issues affecting
our ability to serve and meet the needs and expectations of students in our districts.
At this time, I want to thank our member schools for allowing the ESC to assist in serving the needs of many of their
students.
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Preschool News

Surprise Pick-Up at Preschool
Kobe in Mrs Poeppelman’s preschool class was
surprised by his dad at pick-up. His dad has been
deployed for the past year and Kobe
was excited to see his dad.

Welcome home Caleb. Thank
you for your service!

ABC Center Fall Activity Night
New Bremen Preschool held a Fall Family Activity Night in their newly renovated classrooms. The families
participated in a variety of activities that included painting apples, balancing apples, disguising pumpkins, and
making their own trail mix.
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Elementary News
Positive Vibes at Elementary Class
Ms. Pallone’s class are Bucket Fillers! We have been learning about
feelings and how to handle them in positive ways when faced with
difficult situations. Students are learning to fill others’ buckets and
their own with happiness through acts of kindness and being helpful.
They are careful not to dip into others’ buckets and to protect their
own happiness by using their bucket lids when needed. They have
learned how to make themselves and each other feel happy by being
thoughtful towards one another. Practice makes perfect!

Pumpkin Painting in Mrs. Sheely’s Class

Ms. Pallone with her class, minus one student.

The ESC has many talented staff members working with our students. Below you will see Mrs. Jane
Fosnaugh and Mrs. Louise Westbay in action with our students. Mrs. Fosnaugh enjoyed these activities with
the students during her last week of subbing. Jane is now enjoying her retirement.

Intermediate
Pumpkin Science
Students in Mrs. Laura Wintrow's class at Saint Marys
Intermediate School have been studying pumpkins this past week
in science. They have done many experiments using pumpkins.
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Middle School Classes
Students in Mrs. LaZett Daum’s and Mrs. Lindsay Fraley’s class enjoyed making apple crisp
for a fall treat. It was delicious!!

High School Classes
At Wapakoneta High School, in the Cross Categorical
Units, an emphasis is made to include all students from
the classroom in electives throughout the school day.
In the picture to the right, Owen and Ryan are
participating in Physical Education class. Cross
Categorical Unit students
are given the opportunity to
participate in classes such as
computer applications, health, art,
ceramics, agricultural studies,
physical education, career planning,
pre-engineering, TV tech, choir and
more!
In the pictures to the left, Austin and Parker
are working hard to create paintings in their
Fundamentals of Art class, taught by Mrs.
Follin.
Julie and Haylie (at right) are both members
of Wapakoneta High School’s Concert
Choir. On Monday October 14, 2019, they sang with the choir
at their first concert of the school year. On Saturday October
19, Zebadiah (at right) participated in the Redskin Revue,
showcasing his singing talents!
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Homecoming Royalty
Two of our students were given the honor of being on
homecoming court. Julie Haver was a senior attendant and
Haylie Reis was the freshman attendant! The ladies are
students in Miss Megan Miller's and Mrs. Katie Kittle's
classes at Wapakoneta High School. Congratulations ladies;
we are so proud of you! The homecoming festivities were
held the end of September.

Mrs. Carma Sheely
was the recipient of
the Walter Horn
Outstanding Educator
award. This award is
given to one teacher in
our seven-county
SST6 region who has
made a positive
impact in the field of
special education.

Transition Classrooms
The Transition Classrooms have had an exciting start to the school year! We have a new
classroom mascot named Petunia. Petunia loves going to work every day and hanging out
with her friends in her free time. Her latest adventure was to go swimming with her friends in
the Transition Classrooms. Petunia watched over us from the lifeguard chair but did brave the
water for a picture with her friends. Look for Petunia and the Transition Classrooms on the
Auglaize ESC Facebook page to see more of their adventures!
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Professional Development Opportunities
Nonviolent Crisis Intervention (CPI) Full-Day Training

Thursday, November 21, 2019
8:00 a.m.—4:00 p.m.
Participants will learn non-violent interventions to dealing with crises that
occur in their classrooms and school buildings. This is a full, 8-hour handson course that participants will work through their lunch preparing for the
test at the end of the day. Participants should wear comfortable clothing and closed-toe shoes, no jewelry, and
bring snacks, drinks & a sack lunch.
Cost: $89.00
To register: https://forms.gle/bqMb18mE1krxsdHB8

Employment Planning: OOD, Career Pathways & Project SEARCH

Thursday, November 21, 2019
6:00 p.m.—7:30 p.m.
Part of a monthly series developed to provide valuable information about school to adult life transition to
families and children/students (ages 14 & up) with developmental disabilities. Refreshments will be provided.
Cost: free
No registration needed
Questions: contact Amy Barhorst at abarhorst@auglaizedd.org or 419-629-2419 ext. 117

SST6 Trainings
November 1—ETR/IEP Series: Session 1
November 4—book study registration ends for “Engage the Brain: How to Design for Learning
that Taps into the Power of Emotion”
November 5—Regional Transition Network webinar
November 8—Emerging Special Education Leaders Academy (ESELA) 2019-2020 webinar
November 8—Using the UDL Flowchart: Session 1 webinar
November 13—Fall Federal Network Meeting @ Apollo Career Center
November 15—Regional Data Lead (RDL) Network
November 19—Vision Into Practice: A Dive into Ohio’s Standards and Model Curriculum for
Science @ Lima Senior High Library
November 29—book study registration ends for “The Inclusion Toolbox: Strategies and
Techniques for Every Teacher”
Check out their website at www.sst6.org for registration details/
more information or call 419-738-9224.

